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Alone we can do so little;  together 
we can do so much .

Helen Keller        

Museums Building Culture



from the Director General’s Desk

Greetings from the CSMVS, Mumbai!

We are pleased to present Volume 6, 
Issue 2 (April - June 2013) of ‘The Museum 
Newsletter - every quarter’. 

The Past quarter witnessed the successful 
conclusion of the blockbuster exhibition 
‘Mummy – The inside story’. The exhibition 
was visited by over 320 thousand visitors 
during its four months stay at the Museum. 
It was a result of successful collaboration 
between the CSMVS and the British 
Museum, London. The exhibition was an 
example in which different communication 
tools (3D films, interactive, cultural and 
education programs for students and special groups) were used very 
effectively and strategically for the first time to attract audiences of 
cosmopolitan communities in the city. While preparing the exhibition 
evaluation report, it is felt that we recognise the responsibility to 
share cultural artefacts with a community which has an acknowledged 
interest in a collection, even if it is not in their care.

Relevance of Museums Today :

Today museums need to be creative and innovative to remain relevant 
in a changing world. It is a well known fact that traditional cultural 
institutions were created in different times for different audiences 
than the ones they now have to serve. Whereas in the past, mapping, 

collecting and preserving 
cultural goods was of major 
importance, today, cultural 
institutions are required to 
connect with the society and 
represent the people they 
serve. According to Mr. Neil 
MacGregor, Director of the 
British Museum “ The whole 
point about museums is that 
they help you sort out your 
place in the world. It’s in a 
museum that you can look 
at your own past and think 
about your relation to it. 
That is more important now 
than it has been for a very 
long time. As the world 
gets more global and the 
notion of identity gets more 
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from the Director General’s Desk

complicated. It’s important to have places where everyone can come and look at themselves, their history, stories 
and futures”. Dr. Melissa Chiu, Director, Asia Society Museum writes in her Foreword note on the US – China 
Museum Directors Forum report, “Museums, which are among the few societal institutions that offer public access, 
are well situated to test new pathways of learning about different cultures and the world”.

We are aware that museums and other cultural institutions play only a small part in the complex process of promoting 
integration and the respectful coexistence of different communities and cultural practices; but we also believe that 
this contribution has an extraordinary potential to challenge prejudice and stereotypes as well as to create shared 
spaces and a sense of belonging.

Museums Building Cultures : Beyond being multicultural societies to being intercultural societies 

Today, Universal museums focus on working with immigrant and minority communities to facilitate more harmonious 
and just integration, a question of great social concern not only with European or American societies but also in 
urban South and South – East Asian Societies. The question immediately raised is how do we go beyond being 
multicultural societies to being intercultural societies where a plurality of cultures cooperates in dialogue and in 
shared responsibility ?

According to Simona, Gibbs and Sani, “Intercultural dialogue is a process that comprises an open and respectful 
exchange or interaction between individuals, groups and organizations with different Cultural backgrounds or world 
views”. Among its aims are to develop a deeper understanding of diverse perspectives and practices; to increase 
participation and the freedom and ability to make choices; to foster equality; and to enhance creative process.

Intercultural dialogue is ultimately a conversation between individuals engaging in a relationship with each other for 
understanding the essence of common cultural ethos, and museums propagate it through their various education 
programs. The common thread connecting all the activities initiated by the education department of CSMVS has 
been a desire to rethink the role of the contemporary museum. Its starting point is the present, from which it 
explores the past and imagines the future, guided by the needs and expectations of its actual potential visitors, 
staff, broader community and stakeholders. It is ultimately, a museum which values as ‘heritage’ not only objects 
or collections, but first and foremost individuals and the richness they embody; stories, ideas, emotions, values, 
desires, fears and hopes.
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The idea of cultural integration is a lesson for the world community to think beyond their demographical border. It 
is more appropriate in today’s world and should be adopted by all nations as a part of their larger cultural policy 
in order to create cultural pluralism in a contemporary multiculturally stratified society. Museums around the world 
are guardians of the cultural and artistic achievements of humankind. By providing people with the opportunity 
to experience cultural objects and art, museums foster not only an appreciation of aesthetic beauty and human 
inventiveness, but also promote mutual understanding of histories and culture among the diverse peoples of the 
world.

from the Director General’s Desk
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‘The Museum Newsletter - every quarter’ allows for a variety perspectives in the interpretations of museum practices. 
We wish to touch upon many such contemporary national and international museums related issues and our interaction 
with the museum leaders in our forthcoming publications might help our young Curators to understand the latest thinking 
in the museum field. An attempt has been made here to create awareness amongst the Indian museum professionals 
about the various facets of a museum. The next issue we intend to dedicate to the theme ‘Collaborations’, which 
world is recognised as most essential for co-existence and sustainability.

The next quarter is going to be more exciting with education programmes and the exhibition ‘Conversations with 
Nature’ – The Art of Bireswar Sen (1897-1974).  This ‘not to be missed’ exhibition which showcases some of the 
Jewel - like paintings of Bireswar Sen is an expose of the artistic manifestation of his love for nature.

This event will be complemented by a public lecture, ‘Landscape in Indian painting’ observation, imagination, lyricism 
by the distinguished art historian Professor B.N. Goswamy on 5th May 2013.  For cultural and academic program 
for this quarter please refer to our forthcoming events on page17.

We hope this issue of our Newsletter is informative. We thank you for your continued support. 

from the Director General’s Desk
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NOTHING IS ABSOLUTE: A JOURNEY THROUGH ABSTRACTION

“ Nothing is Absolute: A Journey through Abstraction” is an unorthodox account of the several strands that 

make up the story of abstraction in India. The presentation is unique in that it brings together the collective 

narratives of abstract artist Mehlli Gobhai , and cultural theorist Ranjit Hoskote.  The collaboration is based 

on long term conversations and discussions the two have shared over the last twenty years.

This is no textbook history of abstract art but a shared journey 

that follows a specific path. It lifts abstraction from the domain 

of modern art and situates it against diverse cultural practices 

of everyday life, ritual and artisanal objects, sacred diagrams, 

the hidden order in nature etc.

There are several layers that the exhibition invites the viewer 

to unravel. The four walls of the gallery, present the different 

philosophies and sources of inspiration for abstract artists. 

They also provide chronological depth as they link ancient 

practices, theologies and structures that have inspired abstract artists in different ways including the sacred 

geometry of the mandalas and yantras, nature and landscape reflected in the works of artists like Laxman 

Shreshtha and Ram Kumar, ritual and everyday objects which appear totally abstracted, made meaningful  by 

some form of human intervention.

Artist Mehlli Gobhai speaks of it in his essay – Abstract Painting in India- A Personal Journey :

“The sacred geometry of yantras, formal abstract diagrams of great complexity and significance, are familiar 

‘anchors’ to meditation for the spiritually inclined of the country. Though never labelled as an art form, 

they are part of an important root source of visual 

abstraction in India. They are just one more instance 

of the openness to an abstract visual language and 

sensibility that is shared by thousands of people.  Many 

familiar objects of worship are totally abstracted, made 

meaningful and significant by a minimal human touch 

and intervention: the stone Brahmanda (with auspicious 

colour and markings), symbolizing the Cosmic Egg the  

Shalegrama (Vaishnavite symbol in the form of a river 

stone with special shape and markings).”

Curator’s Corner
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The exhibition weaves together several visual strands that 

speak simultaneously to a diverse museum audience. Ritual 

and everyday objects from the Mellhi Gobhai collection, 

Islamic tiles from the CSMVS collection, Vidya Kamat’s photo 

-documentation of wayside shrines in Mumbai, yantras drawn 

from private collections, are all part of the visual story. 

Citations from various texts that have served as pointers in the 

thought process and development of the art of many Indian 

abstractionists, provide yet another layer to the exhibition.

 

“This infinite joy, the complete equilibrium born of the annihilation 

of all duality, division and tension, is the source and final end 

of yogic concentration on one single point, the symbolic bindu, 

transcending the limitations of mind and senses.”[1]

The bindu which is considered the point where creation begins 

and the many become one,appears as a recurrent motif in the 

work of S H Raza.[2]

At the core of the exhibition are 28 paintings drawn from the Jehangir Nicholson collection that represent 

most of the celebrated abstract practioners of  the country - V S Gaitonde, S H Raza, Laxman Shreshtha, Ram 

Kumar, Prabhakar Kolte, Jagdish Swaminathan, Laxman Pai, Rameshwar Broota and Mehlli Gobhai.  

Bibliography -

1.   Ajit Mookherjee, Yoga Art (1975) London: Thames and Hudson, pg. 24

2.  See Ranjit Hoskote exhibition wall texts

Curator’s Corner 

Kamini Sawhney
Curator 

Jehangir Nicholson Art Gallery
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Puppet 
Puranas
(Puppet-
making 

workshop)

Saturday-Sunday, May 11-12 
11.00 am-3.30 pm

Puppets are  excellent 
instruments for learning. Learn 

how to make puppets from scrap 
materials and weave fabulous 

stories from the Puranas 
(mythology).

Instructor: Katta Babu, 
Mumbai Mobile Creches

Age group: 8 to 14 
years

Fees: ` 300/-

Art on the 
Rocks!

(Understanding 
Sculptures 

and Sculpture Making)

Friday, May 10
 11.00 am – 1.30 pm

Fascinated about how a stone 
becomes a sculpture? Talk 
to expert sculptors and  to 

understand nature of stones 
and materials used for 

sculptures. You can also 
have a go at making  
your own sculpture.
Age group: 10 to 14 

years
Fees: ` 300/-

The Secrets of 
the Saurapitha
(Investigating the 

Saurapitha Sculpture in 
relation to Astronomy & 

Religion)

Wednesday, May 22 
11.00am-1.30pm

Investigate the 12th century 
saurapitha (solar dial) to understand 

how people in the past observed 
and used the celestial phenomena 
and the role played by the sky in 

their cultures. An expert will  
help you create your own 

astronomical device! 
Instructor: Arvind 
Paranjape, Nehru 

Planetarium
Age group: 8 to 12 

years         
Fees: ` 300/-

LEAVE 
NO STONE UNTURNED

Summer Fun Programme

     

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya
    (formerly Prince of Wales Museum of Western India) 

10 – 24 May 2013 
It's that time of the year again and Summer Fun 2013 is back! This year's theme 

'Leave No Stone Unturned' is based on our newly reorganised Sculpture gallery. 
There will be new and exciting programmes for children and adults to enjoy! 
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Summer Fun Programme

        

Art ‘N’ Craft Mela
International Museum Day 

Saturday, May 18, 2013
11.00 am - 3.30 pm

CSMVS invites you to join in the celebrations 
for International Museum Day. The Museum will 

have a myriad of creative art and craft 
activities throughout the day!

Try your hand at various crafts, traditional 
and new, and take back your own special 
masterpiece to show off to your friends!

All activities will be 

FREE OF CHARGE

Registrations will begin 
from Monday, 15th April 2013. 

Registration forms will be available at 
the Museum Central Office and on the website 

www.themuseummumbai.com
For further queries please contact the 

Education Department on 
002-22844484/22844519 or send an email 

on csmvsmumbai@gmail.com

Special activities will be 
conducted for groups with special 

needs. These will include tours of the 

exhibition, fun activities, and tactile tours for 

the visually impaired.  
NGOs and other organisations may 

contact us to book activities
Supported by Hemendra Kothari Foundation, Dehejia Endowment for Krishna Art,

 Gulestan and Rustom Billimoria Trust.

Vahana - The 
Vehicle of  Gods

(Understanding animals
 in sculpture)

Wednesday, May 15 
11.00 am-1.30 pm

Learn all about animals as the vahanas 
(mounts) of gods and why the gods
 selected them to be their vehicles. 

Have fun designing your own 
animal or vehicle

Age group: 6 to 10 years
Fees: ` 300/-

Katha-kathan
(Storytelling Weekend)

Saturday-Sunday, May 18-19 
11.30 am & 1.30 pm

Listen to a storyteller weave 
enchanting reams of stories from 

the Purana-kathas.
 

Age group: Open to all

FREE OF CHARGE

Mudras: Language 
of the Hands

(Understanding Mudras and 
Postures through Sculptures)

Saturday, May 24, 11.00 am-1.30 pm
Mudras (gestures) are very important in 

our ancient traditions of sculpture, dance, 
yoga as they help tell stories and enrich 

discussions. With the help of a dance 
teacher, pick up a few mudras in 

this workshop to weave animated 
stories!  

Instructor: Amrita Lahiri
Age group: 7 to 14 years

Fees: ` 300/-
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Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities

Recap
January - March

Museum Premises, January – March, 2013
Lectures, demonstration on various preservation techniques, fun activities, 
guided tours, storytelling; workshops on Puppet Making, ‘Journey to the 
Afterlife-Hieroglyphs Decoded’ organised for the children belonging to 
various schools, NGOs, Helen Keller Institute for the Deaf and Deafblind 
and differently abled children and for senior citizens on the occasion of the 
exhibition ‘Mummy: The Inside Story’ organised in collaboration with the 
British Museum. Brought to you by BP and Reliance Foundation

Blind School visited by Helen Keller 
Institute for Deaf and Deaf Blind

BP fly day

Preservation Corner

Art Cart

NGO Groups

School Visit

Reliance fly day

Journey into the Afterlife Workshop Guided Tours

Museum fly day 

Puppet Workshop
Senior citizens visit
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Recap
January

Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities

Various Galleries, CSMVS, January 1-20, 2013
“of bodies armours and cages: An intervention within the Museum space”
An exhibition of cane armours by artist Shakuntala Kulkarni.

Auditorium, National Gallery of Modern Art, January 4, 2013
‘Egyptayan’
A slide illustrated talk by Dr. Meena Prabhu, an eminent Marathi travel writer
Organised on the occasion of ‘Mummy: The Inside Story; an exhibition unravelling 
the mysteries of the Egyptian Mummy’ in collaboration with The British Museum 
and NGMA.
Brought to you by BP and Reliance Foundation
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Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities

Recap
January - February 

CSMVS Lawns, January 10, 2013
‘Swaranjali’ a cultural programme presented 
by Lok Shahir Viththal Umap Theatre on the 
occasion of 91st Anniversary of the Museum.  

CSMVS Lawns, February 14, 2013
Sharada Dwivedi Memorial Lecture by Mr. 
Charles Allen, Historian, Author, Broadcaster 
and Traveller.
Organised in collaboration with The Urban 
Design Research Institute

Auditorium, National Gallery of Modern Art, February 16, 2013
The World’s Artistic Legacy: the role of The J. Paul Getty Trust
Lecture by Dr. James Cuno, President & CEO, The J. Paul Getty Trust
Organised in collaboration with The J. Paul Getty Trust and National Gallery of Modern Art.
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Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities

Recap
February

Auditorium, Visitors’ Centre, CSMVS, February 20, 2013 
The Horizon of Eternity: Living and Dying in Ancient Egypt
Lecture by Dr. John Taylor, Curator and Author of the exhibition 
and the catalogue ‘Mummy: The Inside Story; an exhibition 
unravelling the mysteries of the Egyptian Mummy’
Brought to you by BP and Reliance Foundation.

Jehangir Nicholson Gallery, February, 25, 2013 
Formal opening of the exhibition ‘Nothing is Absolute: 
A Journey through Abstraction’
Organised in collaboration with The Jehangir 
Nicholson Art Foundation

CSMVS, February 18, 2013 
The visit of Prime Minister, UK on the occasion of  
‘Mummy: The Inside Story; an exhibition unravelling the 
mysteries of the Egyptian Mummy’
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Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities

Recap
February-March

Auditorium, National Gallery of Modern Art, February 28, 2013 
Sultans, Nawabs, Wazirs, Generals and other Elite Africans in India
Lecture by Kenneth X. Robbins
Organised in collaboration with the Museum Society of Bombay and the 
National Gallery of Modern Art

Coomaraswamy Hall, March 1, 2013 
Hampi and Beyond: The Use of Material-Cultural Approach to the Study of Art History 
– A Case Study of Vijayanagara
The 15th Karl J. Khandalavala Memorial Lecture delivered by Sr. Dr. Anila Verghese
Organised in collaboration with the Museum Society of Bombay

Museum Art Conservation Centre, February 27 & 28, 2013
Museum Matter - India Australia Connection, Building and Environment Design for Care 
and Cultural Collection in Coastal Areas; a two-day workshop and technical meetings.
Organised in collaboration with Australia – India Council, AusHeritage and Australian 
National Maritime Museum and supported by Sir Dorab Tata Trust



Celebrating 91st Anniversary
Museum Events and Activities
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Recap
March

Activity Tent, Museum, March 30, 2013
‘Fortune and Fate’
A session conducted by Ms. Dhara Kothari on the occasion of the World Storytelling Day 2013
Organised in collaboration with the Museum Society of Bombay and supported by Ms. Raika J. Godrej

Jehangir Nicholson Gallery, March 13, 2013
A Walk through the exhibition “Nothing is Absolute: 
A Journey through Abstraction”, with artist Mehlli 
Gobhai and cultural theorist Ranjit Hoskote 
Organised in collaboration with The Jehangir 
Nicholson Art Foundation

Activity Tent, Museum’s Lawn, March 23, 2013
‘Farewell Nesperennub!’, farewell function organised on the occasion of 
the conclusion of ‘Mummy: The Inside Story; an exhibition unravelling 
the mysteries of the Egyptian Mummy’
Organised in collaboration with the Museum Society of Bombay
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The Museum Shop The Museum Shop 
contributes towards promotion 
of Indian culture through different 
art materials. There is a wide range 
of books, published by the Museum 
as well as renowned publishers. 
The Shop also displays different 
articles such as greeting cards, 
posters, brochures, folders, letter-
paper sets, gift-wrapping papers and 
bags inspired by design/details of 
the art objects from the Museum 
collection. Bead necklaces, repousse 
copper plates, embroidered silk 
scarves, purses and table pieces are 
among other articles available in  
the Shop. Our visitors take these as 
small mementos of their visit to the 
Museum. 

Informative educational trails and 
kits are available for students, which 
help increase their interaction with 
the Museum.  

Buy and Help us Preserve our National Heritage!

New Acquisitions

Baby Frock
Mumbai Kota Cotton and lace

20th cent. C.E.

Kunchi (Infant child’s cap)
Silk with silver sequins and embroidery

Gift of Smt. Indu Prabhakar Nene

Ghatdi
Silk Bandhani (Half saree)

Gift of Dr. Geeta Sali in memory of  her mother
 late Smt. GulabLakshmi  Navnitlal Doshi

Carpet with hunting scene
Silk and wool

Kashan, 18th cent. C.E.
Gift of Smt. Rashida Akbarali Galichawala

Jeena style  cap for an adult
Graeen velvet, Mid 20th cent. C.E.
Gift of Smt. Indu Prabhakar Nene



MUSEUM COLLECTION
The Museum has a representative collection 
of various forms of art from India and to a 
certain extent, Far-Eastern art, Nepal and 
Tibet. The Natural History section is a major 
attraction for children.

Ancient Indian art is represented by the 
Stone Sculpture gallery with sculptures from                  
Elephanta and other important sites 
especially from Western India. The Indian 
Miniature Painting collection represents one 
of the best collections of miniatures in the 
country.  The Museum also has a magnificent 
collection of Decorative Art objects in 
jade, wood, ivory, metal and textiles. The 
Nepalese and Tibetan artefacts are ascribed 
to important religious and artistic phases of 
these regions.
 
The Numismatic collection, acquired from 
various well-known hoards and also from
individual collections, covers an entire range 
of important issues. The Museum houses 
an interesting collection of Chinese and 
Japanese porcelain, metal and ivory objects 
and embroidery. European oil paintings 
and Indian arms and armour also form an 
important part of the collection. 

The Museum collection comprises purchased 
artefacts as well as gifts by generous donors 
like Sir Ratan Tata and Sir Dorabji Tata. The 
major section of the European and Far-
Eastern art and also representative examples 
of Indian art belong to this collection. The 
priceless artefacts from the Buddhist site 
of Mirpurkhas, excavated by renowned 
archaeologist Henry Cousens in 1909 are an 
important part of the Museum 
collection. Seth Purushottam Mavji’s 
collection of antiquities and miniatures along 
with a multitude of other collections such 
as those of Sir Akbar Hydari, and Karl and 
Meherbai Khandalavala as well as antiquities 
acquired from the Archaeological Survey of 
India have contributed towards the grand 
collection of the Museum.

Museum Library - New Arrivals

Forthcoming Events
Premchand Roychand Gallery, May 4, 2013
Conversations with Nature: The art of Bireswar Sen 
(1897-1974)
Inauguration of the exhibition of paintings by Bireswar 
Sen, curated by Prof. B. N. Goswamy. The exhibition will 
be on view from May 5 to 24, 2013.
To be organised in collaboration with the Bireswar Sen 
Family Trust.

Auditorium, Visitors’ Centre, May 5, 2013
Landscape in Indian Painting, lecture by 
Prof. B. N.  Goswamy.
To be organised in collaboration with the Bireswar Sen 
Family Trust.

Museum Premises, 10th - 25th May 2013
‘Leave No Stone Unturned’  Summer Fun Programme
Supported by Hemendra Kothari Foundation, Dehejia 
Endowment for Krishna Art, Gulestan and Rustom 
Billimoria Trust.-
Registrations begin from 15th April 2013 at the Museum 
Office, First Floor, Museum Building.
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Ajanta paintings – unidentified & misinterpreted
Talim, Meena.

Ancient Egyptian designs
Wilson, Eva.

Kashmir Shawls – The Tapi Collection
Cohen, Steven & Others.

Masterpieces of Rajput painting; (reprint)
Gangoly, O. C.

Sultans of the South – Arts of India’s Deccan Courts, 1323-1687
The Metropolitan Museum of Art Symposia 
Haidar, Navina Najat and Sardar,  Marika,  eds.

Wonders of Nature Ustad Mansur at the Mughal Court
Das,  Asok Kumar.
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The Museum Society of Bombay, in the 1st quarter of 2013,
held the following programmes for its members:

Forthcoming Programmes

MUSEUM SOCIETY OF BOMBAY

The  elaborate and well-conceived  exhibition: “Mummy the 
Inside Story”,enthralled scores of viewers at the CSMVS from 
November 2012 to March 2013. Ms. Marina Dutta contacted, 
conducted and arranged for almost 50 NGOs, schools and 
colleges to participate in the CSMVS  programmes connected 
with the  exhibition. 

On 28.2.2013, MSB, in collaboration with the Department  
of Ancient Indian Culture, St.Xavier’s  College, Mumbai, a 
workshop : “Befriending Mummies”, for 22 participants  of 
Our Lady’s Home, Dadar.  The programme included a 3-D 

movie, a guided tour of the Mummy Exhibition and an activity. 
Conducted by Jason Johns,  and assisted by an enthusiastic 
team of six,  with  support and encouragement from Prof. 
Anita Rane-Kothare,  Ms. Marina Dutta and  Mrs. Arti Mehta. 

Also on 28.2.2013, MSB,  along with CSMVS and NGMA, 
Mumbai, a slide-illustrated talk:  “Sultans, Nawabs, Wazirs, 
Generals and other Elite Africans in India”, by Kenneth X. 
Robbins, whose researches into Indian miniature paintings, 
numismatics, philately and Indian history are documented in 
his book, “African Elites in India”. The programme, supported 
by Smt. Rajni Bhagat of Nirlon Ltd., was held at the NGMA 
auditorium.

On 1.3.2013, MSB,  along with CSMVS,   the 15th Karl J. 
Khandalavala Memorial Lecture, “Hampi and Beyond: The 
Use of the Material-Cultural Approach to the Study of Art 
and History – A Case Study of Vijayanagara”,  by Dr. (Sr.) Anila 
Verghese, historian and former Principal of Sophia College, 
Mumbai. She lucidly explained how her research at Hampi 
revealed interesting  regional developments both during and 
after the Vijayanagara period and vice-versa.

On 6.3.2013, MSB, along with NGMA, Mumbai,  a slide-
illustrated talk: “The Parsis and Iran”, by Ms. Alexandra 
Buhler, a Ph.D student at the School of Oriental and African 

Studies (SOAS). The speaker 
very  interestingly brought out 
the relations between the Parsis 
and the Zoroastrians in Iran and 
focused on the turbulent period 
of the  Iranian Constitutional 
Revolution.

On 16.3.2013,  a special guided tour of the exhibition-
“Mummy: the Inside Story” for members of MSB.

On 23.3.2013, a MSB-CSMVS event to close the exhibition: 
“Mummy: the Inside Story”.  “Farewell Nesperennub”  was 
held at the  Activity Tent, CSMVS lawns.

On 30.3.2013, MSB and CSMVS observed World Storytelling 
Day - 2013. Ms. Dhara Kothari spoke on the theme: “Fortune                 
& Fate”, at the Activity Tent, CSMVS. The programme, 
which  was enthusiastically received was  sponsored by                                          
Ms. Raika J. Godrej.

 In April  - dates to be finalised. A 2-day trip to Daman.• 

In May – date to be finalised. Field trip to the Christian • 
Art Museum, Goregaon East and  a visit to Mahakali 
Caves and Jogeshwari Caves.  

In June – dates to be finalised.  A 2-day workshop for • 
teachers, students and the public,  “Holocaust History”, 
at St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai. 

Mummy: the Inside Story - Farewell Nesperennub



   

Museum Facilities

Trustees on the Board of                                                          
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya                    
(Management Committee)

Shri Eknath A. Kshirsagar, Chairman
Smt. K.F. Mehta
Smt. Vimal Shah 
 Asad R. Rahmani
Shri T. R. Doongaji
Ms. Shirin K. Bharucha
Prof. Avkash D. Jadhav
Shri Yogesh Kamdar
Ms. Deanna Jejeebhoy
Shri Asif Ahemad Zakeriya
Dr. Narush Chandra
Shri Sanjay K Patil
Prof. Vishwanath Sabale, Dean, Sir J. J. School of Art
Collector of Mumbai
The Principle Secretary, Tourism & Cultural Affairs Dept.
The Superintending Archaeologist, ASI, Aurangabad.
The Superintending Archaeologist,  ASI, Vadodara.

The Curatorial Staff

Sabyasachi Mukherjee, Director General
Manisha Nene, Asstt. Director (Gallery)
Ajay Kochle, Asstt. Director (Admn)
Dilip Ranade, Exhibition Consultant
Vandana Prapanna, Senior Curator, Miniature 
Painting and Numismatics
Anupam Sah, Chief Conservation Consultant
Renu Jathar, Assistant Curator, Art section
Dr. Prasanna Mangrulkar, Assistant Curator
Dr. Mrinalini Jamkhedkar, Assistant Curator
Aparna Bhogal, Assistant Curator
Shobha Kadam, Textile Conservator
Manoj Chaudhari, Sr. Curatorial Assistant
Pranita Harad, Sr. Curatorial Assistant

for Exhibitions, Seminars and Educational Activities

• Coomaraswamy Hall              
For lectures, seminars, temporary exhibitions 
and art shows

• The Museum Shop            
Showcases traditional handicrafts and 
Museum memorabilia

• Premchand Roychand Gallery              
For national and international travelling 
exhibitions

• Seminar Hall           
For lectures, seminars and audio-visual 
presentations

• Curators Gallery          
For temporary exhibitions and to showcase 
exhibitions conceptualised by curators

• Visitors Centre 

• Museum Activity Centre 
Activities meant for underprivileged children
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Museum Memories

• Cafeteria   

An interesting exhibition and a great partnership between the two museums.

                                                           David Cameron MP 
                                                                           Prime Minister, U.K.

                                                                           18 February 2013,  CSMVS, Mumbai
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The Museum Newsletter is supported by  the Museum Society of Bombay.
The Museum Society of Bombay, founded in 1963, is a membership organization, located in the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya (formerly Prince of Wales Museum of Western India) Mumbai. Under its banner a variety of  
interesting programmes are organized. These include lectures by Indian and visiting specialists from abroad; seminars 
and workshops on subjects of cultural and historical interest, and guided tours to historical sites within and around 
Mumbai and group tours to places of interest within India and abroad. Special programmes are also conducted for various 
categories of children.

Email: museum.society.bombay@gmail.com

• Location and Parking
The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalaya is   
located at 159-161 Mahatma Gandhi Road, Fort, Mumbai 
400 023. The museum is a major landmark in the Kala Ghoda 
Art Precinct, along with the National Gallery of Modern Art 
(NGMA), the Jehangir Art Gallery and Regal Cinema. 
Parking is available at the “Pay and Park” facility  at 
Hutatma Chowk and Kala Ghoda.
• Transport 
Bus or Taxi from the nearest stations, 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus CST (Central Railway) 
and Churchgate (Western Railway).
Bus Numbers from Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus:                         
14, 69, 101, 130                                                                           
Bus Numbers from Churchgate:                                                        
70, 106, 122, 123, 132, 137

• Visiting Hours 
Monday  10.15 a.m.   to 5.30 p.m.
(from 15th April  to 15th July 2013 only )

Tuesday to Sunday - 10:15 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

MUSEUM INFORMATION FOR VISITORS

• Admission (free for disabled visitors)                                        
             Type of Visitor                                                          Fees per head                
Visitors above 12 years of age                                                         `   60/-               

College Students bearing their college identity card                   `   25/-             

Child Visitors (between 5 and 12 years) and
Students coming through schools                                                   `   10/-              

International Visitors above 12 years of age                                 ` 300/-            
(includes complimentary audio guide)                                           

International Students bearing school / college identity card   `   25/-

International Child Visitors between 5 to 12 years of age          `   10/
 
Group concession available (25 or more adults)      `   40/-    

Ex-defense and Retd. Government Officials                                  `  40/-              

• Camera
Cameras may be used for photography and video 
recording by obtaining permission on payment of 
charges at the Publication Counter. Only hand held 
equipments without flash and tripod are permitted. 

Mobile phone - camera                    `    20/-
Still Camera                                        `   200/-
Non-professional Video camera –  ` 1000/-

• Audio Guide
Available at the entrance of Museum building
English/French/German/Japanese/Spanish :                      
Individual –  ` 100/-
Family (2 adults & 2 children) –  `  300/-
Marathi/Hindi : Individual –  ` 75/-, Family –  ` 200/-
International visitors - complimentary with the ticket.

• Facilities of wheel chair, ramp and elevator  
available

• On Tuesdays children and school students (with 
identity cards) will be admitted free
             

                       

      The Museum remains completely closed on  following days:     

     • January 26  •  May 1 •  August 15 •  October 2


